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The Problem
We started with one question: why is it so hard to find a study 

partner at UMB? 
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We surveyed 50 UMB Students



The Problem

05

� 70% of UMB students think it’s difficult to find a study partne�
� 80% aren’t even sure how to go about finding one 

 Scheduling Struggles

 Class times and personal 
schedules rarely align, making it 

difficult to find study partners 
with overlapping availability.

The Commuter Challenge

Many students leave campus 
right after class, missing out on 

chances to form study 
connections.

The Connection Gap

Students often don’t know 
where to start when looking for 

reliable, like-minded study 
partners.



Our Solution
 StudyBond helps UMass Boston students connect with study 
partners who fit their learning styles and schedules, making 

study sessions more productive.
 

 By matching students based on shared courses, availability, and study preferences, it 
removes the friction of finding reliable partners. 



Competitive Audit

But none are perfect for finding a study partner at UMass Boston.

Platforms like Instagram, Discord, and GroupMe aren't designed for academic matching
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There are so many social media platforms



How it works
�  Exclusively for UMass Boston students — sign in with your @umb.edu emai�
�  Smart matching based on your courses, schedule, and study styl�
�  Seamless scheduling to set up focused 1:1 sessions without the group chat noise
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Schedule and 
manage Study 

Sessions
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Match with 
compatible 

study partners
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Enter your 
account and 
preferences
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Create an 
account with 

UMB email 
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SIGN UP 



SIGN UP 



MATCH



SCHEDULE



Marketing Opportunity

 Post-COVID academic gap: 
Students need stronger peer-to-peer 
support as classes return in-person.


Demand for connection: 

Students are actively seeking simpler, 
low-stakes ways to find study partners. 



Lack of tailored tools: 

No existing study platforms are built 
specifically for UMB’s structure or 
student body.

Loneliness epidemic: 

According to Active Minds and 
TimelyCare’s 2024 national student 
mental health survey, Nearly two-thirds 
(64.7%) of college students report 
feeling lonely.
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Revenue Model
� Student-first model: Core features will always be free to ensure every UMB student can access 

academic suppor�
� Freemium upgrades: Unlock smarter matching, advanced scheduling tools, and session 

analytics with a premium tie�
� Branded educational events: Sponsored workshops and campus activations with mission-

aligned brands



Long-ter�
� Ad-supported growth: Run contextual ads from vetted education and productivity brand�
� Insight-driven partnerships: Share anonymized usage data with academic partners to inform 

service desig�
� Campus SaaS licensing: License the platform to other universities seeking scalable, peer-to-

peer academic support solutions
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Real Demand & Real Feedback
� Launched a closed beta with across 

� Promoted solely through campus fliers — no email blasts, no paid 
ad�

� Iterated weekly based on real student feedback and behavio�

�  within the first wee�

�  Feedback led to  in onboarding and match 
relevance

20 UMB students 5 
major�

 3 successful organic matches
improvements
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 Built for studying, not chatting Buddy isn’t a generic GPT — it’s designed to 
support how students actually study. 


Integrated into StudyBond: No switching tabs or tools — Buddy works 
alongside you, right on the app.
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Study Buddy Topic Analyzer Context-aware

Knows what you’re 
working on and adapts 
to your study habits. 

Breaks down a topic 
and surfaces relevant 

resources to start with.

Knows what you’re 
working on and adapts 
to your study habits.

Buddy: Studybond’s Built-in AI



Testimonials



Technical Stack
Fronten�

� React 18 + TypeScript for robust UI; 
Tailwind CSS + Shadcn UI for styling; 
Framer Motion & TanStack Query for 
smooth UX and performant data 
handling; Forms with React Hook 
Form + Zod.

Databas�
� PostgreSQL with Drizzle ORM for 

type-safe queries, schema 
migrations, and advanced features 
(arrays, JSON types, foreign keys, 
timestamps). 

Backen�
� Express.js server with RESTful APIs, 

real-time WebSocket support, and 
secure session-based auth via 
Passport.js. Multer handles uploads; 
Zod enforces validation.


Authenticatio�
� OpenAI API powers Buddy AI with 

real-time chat, topic breakdown, 
and context-aware responses.
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Dev & Infra 

Buil�

� Built with Vite + 
ESBuild; sessions 

stored in-memory for 
dev, environment-
based configs, and 

full CI-ready 
deployment pipeline.





Code Snippets
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User Ratings Tab Components Dynamic UI Buddy AI



Live Demonstration



← Sign up for our interest form here

Thank you! 
 Any Questions?

� Special thank you to Professor Banjo for his support this semester! 


